
 



Introduction 

Dear colleagues from all over the world, 

In this seminar, we are pleased to have a special team of researchers from Global South 
countries to share their insights on a topic of great importance to all nations, expressed in 
the title: BRICS+: Sustainable Development of Air Transport and Tourism. 

History is replete with lessons involving prosperity and disasters brought about by 
humans. History shows the rise and catastrophic fall of great resilient empires. More 
recently, the two World Wars exemplify this human evolution chaotic process. The 
pursuit of prosperity is a universal human desire, but often, those who have attained 
prosperity feel threatened by the advancements of others, leading to conflicts with 
catastrophic outcomes for all. After World War II, the United Nations was established, 
and while not as united as we would like, it brings the message we wish to see in the 
world, as expressed by the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations 2030 
Agenda. 

The United Nations now has 193 member countries, and among them we still have some 
ethnic groups aspiring to form their own nations. The skies are crowded with satellites, 
providing information, biased or not, to everyone. We live in a globalized world of about 
8 billion people, where, despite achieving significant prosperity, unacceptable 
inequalities persist for much of the population. The hegemonic paradigm of the past, 
where the so-called developed countries dictated the rules, no longer fit the modern world. 
Today, everyone has access to enough knowledge and can shape their own destinies. The 
goal is no longer to compete to win others or deprive those who are already prosperous, 
but to eliminate poverty and achieve sustainable prosperity for all, which may require 
concessions from elites with unsustainable consumption patterns or power privileges. 

This seminar focuses on Sustainable Development for all with an emphasis on Air 
Transport and Tourism. Because of time constraints, I will only announce the events 
which will follow this seminar: The first is the Durban University BRICS Research 
Institute's “The Third BRICS Research Conference, hosted by Fudan University from 
September 25 to 27 in China, with a call for abstracts open until July 31. The second is 
the prestigious Sustainability Journal Special Issue call for papers: BRICS+: Sustainable 
Development of Air Transport and Tourism. 

Without further ado, I would like to introduce our esteemed speakers: 

Chair: Professor Elton Fernandes from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro. 
(Introduction and final questions 15 minutes) 

 Professor Fulufhelo Netswera, Executive Dean of the Durban University of 
Technology Faculty of Management Sciences and its BRICS Research Institute, 
South Africa, leading this initiative with Dr. Ndivhuho Tshikovhi.(15 minutes) 

 Professor Peter Fernandes Wanke from the COPPEAD Institute of Administration 
at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), Brazil. He coordinates the 
Ph.D. program and is an Associate Editor of Socio-Economic Planning Sciences 
and a board member of Tourism Economics scientific journals. (12 minutes) 

 Professor Reshma Sucheran, with 28 years in higher education, specializing in 
Environmental Management, Climate Change, Hospitality and Tourism, Research 



Methodology and Curriculum Development. She is a Professor at Durban 
University of Technology, South Africa. (12 minutes) 

 Professor Xiaolong Zou from the School of International and Public Affairs at 
Jilin University, China, with research interests in public policy (urban 
sustainability and renewable energy), global energy, and climate governance. (12 
minutes) 

 Professor Serguei Smirnov from Saint Petersburg State University, Russia, with 
research interests in Entrepreneurship, Business Process Management, Quality 
Management, Supply Chain Management, Managerial Economics, and Business 
Economics. (12 minutes) 

 Professor Yenesew Alene Belew, former Head of the Department of Tourism 
Management at the University of Gondar, Ethiopia. He has extensive practical 
experience in the hospitality industry in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. 
(12 minutes) 

  



 



 

 


